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When I graduated from college 4 years
later, it was 2 days after Robert Kennedy was
killed, 2 months after Martin Luther King
was killed, 9 weeks after Lyndon Johnson
said he couldn’t run for reelection. The
streets of Washington had burned after Dr.
King was killed, and this country was divided
right down the middle on the Vietnam war,
and we were divided in a Presidential elec-
tion where President Nixon said he rep-
resented the silent majority, which meant
those who disagreed were in the loud minor-
ity, people like me.

And we’ve been having these ‘‘us’’ and
‘‘them’’ elections ever since—‘‘us’’ and
‘‘them’’ politics. Now, the country has been
turned around, but we have big challenges
out there. And what I want to say to you
is that, in 1964, if anybody told us the wheels
had run off by 1968, no one would have be-
lieved it.

This is not just a time for celebration; this
is a time for humility and for resolve. As a
citizen—not as President, as an American—
I have been waiting for 35 years for my coun-
try to be in a position to build a future of
our dreams for our children. That work will
have to be done by the people who will be
here after the 2000 election.

That’s the most important reason I am
here. I trust Elaine Bloom with my daugh-
ter’s future, with my grandchildren’s future,
with the future of America. And I ask you
all to be vigilant and disciplined and active
in this election. Just because we’re doing well
doesn’t mean you can relax. You should feel
a heavier obligation. And whenever you are
tempted to think it doesn’t matter, you re-
member this story I told you tonight. I have
waited 35 years. We’ve got a second chance,
and we need to make the most of it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Phillip and Patricia Frost, reception hosts; Elaine
Bloom’s husband, Philip, a judge in Florida’s
Eleventh Circuit, and her children David and
Anne; State Representative Sally Heyman; Sen-
atorial candidate Bill Nelson; and 6-year-old Kayla
Rolland, who was shot and mortally wounded by
a 6-year-old classmate at Theo J. Buell Elemen-
tary School in Mount Morris Township, MI.
Elaine Bloom is a candidate for Florida’s 22d Con-
gressional District.

Memorandum on Major Illicit Drug
Producing and Drug Transit
Countries
February 29, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Major Illicit Drug Producing and Drug
Transit Countries

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(A) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’),
I hereby determine and certify that the fol-
lowing major illicit drug producing and/or
major illicit drug transit countries (and cer-
tain jurisdictions) have cooperated fully with
the United States, or have taken adequate
steps on their own, to achieve full compliance
with the goals and objectives of the 1988
United Nations Convention Against Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances:

The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Co-
lombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Hong Kong, India, Jamaica,
Laos, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama, Peru,
Taiwan, Thailand, Venezuela, and
Vietnam.

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(B) of the Act, I hereby de-
termine that it is in the vital national interests
of the United States to certify the following
major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries:

Cambodia, Haiti, Nigeria, and Paraguay.
I have determined that the following major

illicit drug producing and/or major illicit drug
transit countries do not meet the standards
set forth in section 490(b) for certification:

Afghanistan, Burma.
In making these determinations, I have

considered the factors set forth in section 490
of the Act, based on the information con-
tained in the International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report of 2000. Analysis of the rel-
evant U.S. vital national interests, as required
under section 490(b)(3) of the Act in the case
of the countries certified on this basis, is at-
tached. Given that the performance of all of
these countries/jurisdictions has differed, I
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have also attached an explanatory statement
for each of the other countries/jurisdictions
subject to this determination.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
publish this determination in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 1.

Remarks to the UUNET and MCI
WorldCom Employees in Ashburn,
Virginia
March 1, 2000

Pennsylvania and Michigan Shootings
Thank you very much, Melissa. To Bernie

and John and Mark, thank you for welcoming
me and Ambassador Barshefsky and our
whole team here. I leaned over to John when
I looked at all of you out here, and I said,
now, ‘‘I can’t believe all these people are off
work now. What terrible thing can happen?’’
[Laughter] What could I be responsible for
doing to the Internet today? [Laughter]

I am profoundly honored to be here, and
I thank all of you for allowing me to come.
I came here to talk about your future; but
because this is the only opportunity I’ll have
today to speak, through you and the media,
to the American people, I have to make a
brief comment about one other issue.

Today there was another terrible shooting
in the Wilkinsburg community in Allegheny
County in western Pennsylvania. We don’t
know all the facts yet, but it was a bad situa-
tion. Yesterday, of course, that tragedy oc-
curred in Michigan, where a very young child
was killed by another very young child. I just
talked to the superintendent of schools there,
right before I came out.

I want to say two things about it to all of
you. First of all, these are personal tragedies
that, because of instantaneous media cov-
erage, we all know and feel. And we owe
the families of the victims and the commu-
nities our prayers and our best wishes.

Secondly, as citizens, these incidents, par-
ticularly the one yesterday in Michigan, call
on us to recognize the fact that we simply
haven’t done everything we can do to keep

guns away from criminals and children. And
so today I have to say again to Congress: You
have had legislation now that would require
child safety locks, would close the gun show
loophole, would take other steps to keep guns
out of the wrong hands for well over 6
months. You’re supposed to take a recess
next week. Before you take the recess, please
send me this legislation. It will help keep
America safer.

Normal Trade Relations Status for China

Now, I want to talk to you today about
your future, which is unfolding at a breath-
taking rate. We were talking before we came
out. I said, ‘‘Tell me a little about the
growth.’’ So John said, ‘‘Well, 5 years ago we
had 40 employees. Today, we have 8,000.’’
Bernie said, ‘‘Five years ago, we had 2,000
employees. Today, we have 88,000.’’ You’re
getting along reasonably well. [Laughter]

I have been going around the country say-
ing to my fellow Americans everywhere that
in a new economy in which we have now
in the last 7 years 21 million new jobs, the
lowest unemployment and welfare rolls in 30
years, the lowest poverty rates in 20 years,
the lowest female unemployment rate in 40
years, the lowest African-American and His-
panic unemployment rates ever recorded,
the highest homeownership on record, and
the longest economic expansion in our his-
tory, the world is changing so fast, if you want
to keep doing well, you have to keep trying
to do better; that it is very important that
all of us understand that we’ll never get any-
where by standing still. Although given the
pace at which you’re growing, I’m glad I’m
giving you the chance to stand still for a little
bit today. [Laughter]

This shift in our economy is changing the
landscape of our country, both symbolically
and literally. I first saw the landscape of
northern Virginia as a freshman in college,
36 years ago. But it looks different than it
did when I became President, 7 years ago.
Everywhere you look, there’s a brandnew fa-
cility. This place is truly amazing. And be-
neath all the booming business parks and


